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“ Strabo tell us that Menander “ conquered more than Alexander” and among his conquest were
included Ayodhya, Pataliputra and Saurastran, Menander appears in Indian tradition as King
Milinda who become a convert to Buddhism. His dialogue with the celebrated Buddhist
Philosopher Nagasena is know as the Milinda —Panho or Qsuestions of Milinda. The Milinda
Panho was originally written in old Pushto of which no copy is now extant: it is however,
Preserved in Pali in Ceylon, Burma and Siam and the earliest extant Pali copy of the 4t century
A.C. was discovered in a Buddhist Shrine in Japan. (Rajtarangani , English ,Appendix | P
745)
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“ M. Sylvain Levi tell us that there are two Chinese works written between the 5™ and 7t
centuries on the Dialogue of Milinda which although they purport to be translations are not,
however, translations of the Pali text, but are probably derived from a recession which is older
than Pali .2
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2 -(Rajtarangani , English ,Appendix | P 745)
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Milinda, a Bactarian king who ruled the northeast of India, met a learned

monk called Nagasena and the king put a number of questions on the

philosophy, psychology and ethics of Buddhism. I presume this debate was

conducted in the Bactarian Greek language but was later tanslated into Pali

and Sanskrit.
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“The words for pen, lekhani and kalama (introduced from the Greek, kalamus, by the Arabs) were

unknown in Sanskrit yet. “(B.S. Upadhyaya FEEDERS OF INDIAN CULTURE, P37)
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