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Explosion of the magazine in the Bala Hissar at Kabul on October 16,
1879. (The Graphic, December 6, 1879, p. 556.)
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Audience hall in the amir's palace, Kabul, where ‘‘Bobs read out a
proclamation it was badly worded and not dignified . . . and a cat
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Execution of an Afghan on the gallows. (Illustrated London News, January
3, 1880, p.5.)
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Afghans escorted to the gallows in the ruins of the Residency by troops
Jrom the Highland regiments and the Rev. J. Adams. (The Graphic,
February 14, 1880, p. 149.)

War in Afghanistan, 1879 -80

The Personal Dairy of Major General Sir C. M.
MacGregor

Edited by W. Trousdale, Detroit 1985
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Translation of a letter from His Majesty the Amir of
Afghanistan, G.C.B., G.C.S.I,, to the address of His
Excellency Lord Chelmsford, P.C., G.M.S.I., GM.LE.,
G.M.LE., G.B.E., Viceroy and Governor-General of
India, No. 210, dated 30th Zilhaj-uls-Sani 1337 Hijra,
corresponding to 2nd February 1919.

After compliments,

As for long years, past relations of friendship and ties of
unity have existed with utmost love and concord between
the Exalted Governments of Afghanistan and England,
and friendly conversations and communications have
been going on and passing between them. Your
Excellency’s Government have because if that always
written about advancement, liberty, freedom of nation and
independence of the Sublime God-granted Government of
Afghanistan and expressed their solicitude for its
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wellbeing. Now that it is understood from the writing of
Newspapers that the representatives of the belligerent and
neutral Powers from all directions, including even two
persons from India, will attend the general Peace
Conference at Versai-town in France to safeguard the
rights and strength of their Governments and nations and
will urge their right claims for strengthening and
confirming the important affairs of their countries and
nations, the Sublime God-granted Government of
Afghanistan which has reckoned itself free and
independent in every way and remained neutral and not
engaged on either side during the present war considers
itself entitled to send its representative to participate in the
said Conference so that may be, like other Powers and
Nations, secure the rights of liberty, independence and
freedom of nation for his Government, therefore on this
occasion it is necessary that Your Excellency’s
Government should pay such friendly and...attention to
the Government of Afghanistan.....for intends. ...I have
considered it necessary and incumbent upon me to write
to Your Excellency to say that if the Exalted Government
of England can obtain from all the attendants and
members of the said Conference a written agreement
recognizing the absolute liberty, freedom of action and
perpetual independence of the Sublime Government of
Afghanistan free from future interference, damage and
loss and it over to me, well and good , otherwise it will be
unavoidable for the representatives of the Sublime
Government of Afghanistan to attend the said Conference
to put forward and argue all their established rights if
liberty, complete freedom of action and settled
independence and to obtain God-willing a written
agreement according to their own desire under the
signatures of the Peace makers there. In these
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circumstances kindly send me a definite reply
immediately whether Your Excellency’s mighty
Government will undertake or not to obtain the agreement
in question for the Government of Afghanistan so that I
may know. Usual conclusion
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Image 2. Afghan Peace Delegates led by Sardar Ali Ahmad Khan met Sir A H

Grant at Murree, a hill station near Rawalpindi on 8t August 1919 to sign the

Treaty of Peace. Source: National Army Museum, London.
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Afghanistan from Protectorate
to Complete Independence
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