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"-In the annals of that period, | have made diligent search for the name of Abdali Ahmed Khan, the founder of the modern empire

of Afg hanistan; but | have not been able to procure any accurate information of his origin or military progress , until he started forth with so
brilliant a success at the death of Nadir Shah . {Volume II, page 81, combined both volumes in PDF format page 424}
2 - That he was an Afghan there is no doubt, as the fact is fully proved in the person of his son Timur Shah ; yet from Dowe's history, he has been

brought into our notice by the name of the Persian Abdalli {Volume II, page 82, combined both volumes in PDF format page 425}
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3 - THE assassination of Nadir, was immediately followed by a furious attack on the Afghan troops, consisting of four or five thousand men ; but
their intrepid chief, though assailed by the whole Persian army, effected a safe retreat into his own country, where, seizing on a large treasure which
the governor of Kabul, not yet apprized of the fate of Nadir, had dispatched to the Persian camp, and raising a numerous force, he was
acknowledged the sovereign of the Afghan territories , by the title of Ahmed Shah. {Volume II, page 82, combined both volumes in PDF format
page 425}
4 - After establishing his authority at home, he penetrated into the northern quarters of India, which felt the force of his arm, and long groaned
under the Afghan desolation. {Volume Il, page 82, combined both volumes in PDF format page 425}
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® - AHMED SHAH having run through a long and arduous military carreer, and acquired even the character of a temperate and just prince, died in
the year 1773, in the vicinity of the new city of Kandahar, which he had designed to be the capital of Afghanistan . {Volume 2, page 82-83,
combined both volumes in PDF format page 425 - 426}
7 -At this day he retains, on the east side of the Indus, the principality of Kashmire, the district of Attock, with some scattered divisions of Moultan,
including the city and the territory of Scind . Yet Timur Shah derives but few real advantages from his Indian domain . Scind at the period of my
journey, was in a degree dismembered from his empire ; no revenue had been remitted to Kabul for the space of two years, or any measure
adopted to enforce obedience. {Volume II, page -83, combined both volumes in PDF format page 426}
& And the governor of Moultan , confiding on his remote distance from the empire and the inactive disposition, of the prince, shews only that
attention to the orders of government, which is most accordant with his purposes . {Volume II, page -83, combined both volumes in PDF format

page 426}
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°- From this outline you will perceive, that the Afghan dominion in India, does not stand on a flourishing ground ; that under the auspices of Timur,

few marks of its extension are evinced ; or that it imparts any leading influence in the affairs of Hindostan. {Volume II, page -83, combined both

volumes in PDF format page 426}
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13 _ EXCLUSIVE of his Afghan and Indian dominions, Timur Shah is possessed of a large division of Khorasan, which taking in the city of Herat,
extends on the north to the vicinity of Nishabor and Turshish, and on the south to the lesser Irak. {Volume II, page -85, combined both volumes in

PDF format page 428}
™ _This prince, whom | have seen, is about forty fix years of age, his person is above the middle size and rather corpulent; and, for a native of

Afghanistan, is complexion is dark. {Volume II, page -85, combined both volumes in PDF format page 428}
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5 _In token of imperial dignity, he wears on days of ceremony, a high cap of black velvet, with a top of a quadrangular form. {Volume I, page -85,
combined both volumes in PDF format page 428}
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"7 - CAVALRY Constitutes the chief military strength of Afghanistan , which as well from its own districts, as its contiguity to Tartary and Persia,
procures good horses ,* at a moderate rate{Volume I, page -85, combined both volumes in PDF format page 428}
18 _ THE remains of a colony of Armenians , which Nadir Shah had captured in his Turkish war, and established in the northern parts of Persia,
whence it was removed by Ahmed Shah into Afghanistan , are now residing at Kabul. {Volume II, page -86, combined both volumes in PDF format

page 429}
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. THE Afghan government, when viewed as standing on a general basis of despotism, and compared with that of other Asiatic states, is

not pregnant with injustice or cruelty. {Volume II, page -87, combined both volumes in PDF format page 430}

%0 _|ts edicts are seldom accompanied with bloodshed, nor is it inimical to any sect of strangers. The foreign and native merchants, enjoy at Kabul
an ample protection, and maintain their rights with a spirit, rarely seen in a Mahometan country. Capital punishments are seldom inflicted , and
though the kinsmen of the Prince have formed frequent conspiracies against the state, his hands are not stained with the blood of his family.

{Volume II, page -87, combined both volumes in PDF format page 430}
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- THE chief strength of the Afghan prince, | presume to say, is derived from the weakness and discord of his neighbours . {Volume Il, page -88,
combined both volumes in PDF format page 431}

22 - Were the Sicque chiefs not more apprehensive of a domestic increasing influence, than desirous of subduing a constitutional enemy, they
would, it may be fairly inferred , speedily extinguish the Afghan government in India ; and should the Persian force be thrown into a body, under
the conduct of an able leader, it is not only probable, that the dismembered division of Khorasan would revert to its ancient possessors, but that
the Afghans would again feel a foreign yoke.

With an earnest apology for this long letter,

| remain,

Yours, & c. {Volume I, page -89, combined both volumes in PDF format page 432}
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