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A journey from Bengal to England
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An Account of the Kingdom of Cabul and its dependencies in Persia, Tatary and India
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The character of Ahmad Shah appears to have been admirably suited to the situation
in which he was .....

His military courage and activity are spoken of with admiration both by his own
subjects and the nations with whom he was engaged either in wars or alliances. He seems to
have been naturally disposed to mildness and clemency, and though it is impossible to acquire
sovereign power, and perhaps Asia, to maintain it without crimes yet the memoir of no
eastern prince is stained with fewer acts of cruelty and injustice.

In personal character he seems to have been cheerful, affable, and good natured. He
maintained considerable dignity on state occasions, but at other times his manners were plain
and familiar.
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His reign was remarkable forth good which he spread around him and his generosity
and simple and modest demeanor in the midst of the courtly pomp made him Loved by all who
approached his person, he was easy access and administered justice upon the most equitable
principles without a harsh word even to those who deserved it. He was conciliating persuasive
and no one even complained the judgment that he gave.
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History of Afghanistan
From the earliest period to outbreak
Of the war of 1878
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Above all he (Ahmad Shah) endeavored to impress upon every act the stamp of
nationality. He was king to extend Afghan authority to found an Afghan nationality and spread
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Afghan ideas. In all his dealing with the tribes it was to this spirit that he appealed, and it was
this appeal that assured his success.
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The chief merit to be ascribed to Ahmad Shah is undoubtedly the consolidation of
Afghan tribes. He made them a nation.
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Ahmad Shah (!°) had a bold and commanding turn of natural genius. He was an
adept in the difficult art of the management of men and tribes. Man of war indeed he
was, but one disposed by nature to mildness and clemency, and prone to policies of
conciliation, where the way lay open. He was a King who never lost the common touch
with his Durrani and Ghalji counselors.
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Hero of
PaniPat
AHMAD
SHAH BABA THE GREAT IN THE EYES OF PEOPLE
By
Academician Abdul Shakoor
Reshad
International Center for Pashto Studies

Afghanistan Academy of Science
Kabul - 1992
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