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Parliament passed legislation legalising political parties, but the king refused to sign
it. Robert G. Neumann, who was America’s ambassador in Kabul, saw the situation
in 1972 as the king’s “crisis of survival’. Wrote Neumann in a policy review for the

state department:

“For the king and leadership groups, survival is the first objective with all other goals
considered secondary. The result is an excessively cautious governing style which
invariably seeks to balance off external and internal forces perceived as threatening
the regimes power. Domestically new power group increasingly press for
progress....Barring progressive decisions or very good luck, the survival of the

present governments for more than another year is problematical.”

Neumann proved prophetic. Zahir Shah fell within thirteen months and, with him, the

Afghan monarchy too.

1514 el 6o
magalat@afghan-german.de s S 455 450 J o sedl abacady Nl ) 435 lSad suld Cadi y3 43 GOl (g ya ladl
(s 5 o 4y S Sl adaslala 5 e adis cono e 4y JIsSla g0l (s Sl o (Sl rad 53l



mailto:maqalat@afghan-german.de
https://twitter.com/share?url=http://www.afghan-german.net/upload/Tahlilha_PDF/Haidary_w_bohran_baqaa.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.afghan-german.net/upload/Tahlilha_PDF/Haidary_w_bohran_baqaa.pdf

