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SURJECT: NORTHERN AFGHAN STRONGMAN GENERAL DOSTAM ME

4 REPRESENTATIVES ETS TALIBAN

1. -CONFIBENTIAL -- ENTIRE TEXT.
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MEETING BETWEEN GENERAL ABDUR-RASHID DOSTAM AND REPRESENTATIVES
OF THE TALIBAN IN MAZAR-I-SHARIF. ( _JSAID SEVERAL TALIBSlleL
ACCOMPANIED BY TWO UNIDENTIFIED PAKISTANIS, CALLED ON GENE
DOSTAM IN EARLY DECEMBER. [ WHO SAID HIS GOVERNMENT
HAS EXCELLENT SOURCES WITHIN THE DOSTAM CAMP, REPORTED THAT THE
GIST OF THE MEETING WAS THAT DOSTAM WAS TOLD THAT THE TALIBAN
HAD NO TERRITORIAL AMBITIONS IN THE NORTH AND THAT DOSTAM

SHOULD NOT OPPOSE THEM. SHOULD THE RELIGIOUS STUDENTS SUCCEED
IN OPENING THE KANDAHAR-KABUL ROAD, THEIR STATED INTENT WAS TO
DECLARE KABUL AN OPEN CITY. IN THAT EVENT, DOSTAM WAS ASKED TO

AGREE TO OPEN THE SALANG TUNNEL AND NORTHERN ROAD, AND TO

ENSURE THAT HEKMATYAR DOES NOT SEIZE THE CAPITAL.
-

13

{ SUBSEQUENTLY PROVIDED POLOFF WITH A
SIMILAR READ-OUT ON THE TALIBAN-DOSTAM MEETING IN MAZAR. THE
ADDED THAT DURING DOSTAM'S VISIT TO ISLAMABAD IN
DECEMBER, PAKISTANI GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS REPORTEDLY HAD TOLD
DOSTAM NOT TO CONSIDER AN ALLIANCE WITH AHMED SHAH MASOOD, AND
TO INSTEAD MAINTAIN HIS LINKS WITH HEKMATYAR. UNSPECIFIED
SENIOR PAKISTANI OFFICIALS TOLD DOSTAM,L ]ALLEGBD, THAT
CONFIDENTIAL-

CONFIDENTTAL

PAGE 03 ISLAMA 00975 2905012
"HE NEED NOT WORRY ABOUT THE TALIBAN, BECAUSE PAKISTAN CAN TAKE
CARE OF THEM." DOSTAM WAS REPORTEDLY ASKED TO AGREE, IN THE
EVENT THE TALIBAN OPENED THE KANDAHAR-

+ PAKISTAN AGREED TO CONTINUE ITS LIMITED
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO DOSTAM.

JTOLD
POLOFF JANUARY 24 THAT SOURCES IN MAZAR-I-

GIST OF DOSTAM'S MEETINGS WITH PAKISTANI OFFICIALS 1IN
ISLAMABAD, AND ADDED THAT DOSTAM HAD REPORTEDLY AGREED TO THE
ALLEGED PAKISTANT REQUESTS.
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