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ACTION SS5-25 '

INFO  0CT=@{ /926 W S ’
- - e W W M m e wm e e m LI ﬁéﬂSlS

R 3144002 MAR 72
FM AMEMBASSY KABUL . SRR 3
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8337 - T

S ECRE T KABUL 1896
EXDIS

FROM AMBASSADOR ‘

SUBJECT: AFGHANLSTAN . POLITICAL UNcERfA:NfIES

SUMMARYs VAGUE ATMOSPHERE OF POLITICAL CRISIS HAS BEEN
DEVELOPING KABUL IN RECENT DAYS, THOUGH KNOWN FACTORS DQ
NOT SEEM WARRANT AS '‘MUCH MALAISE  AS EXISTSe "MINHEALTH
RESIGNATION PRIVATELY COWFIRMED AND QTHER NEAR RESIG-
NATIDNS RELIABLE REPORTEDs APPROACH TO AMBASSADOR
THROUGH INTERMEDIARY FROM FORMER PM PRINCE pAUD GUERYING
US ATTITUDE TOWARD POSSIBILITY HIS RETURN TO POWER.
ACTION REQUESTEDt DEPT COMMENTS ON PROPOSED LINE TO
FOLLOW IN RESPONSE DAUD APPROACH- END SUMMARY.

}» THERE 1§ AN ILL-~DEFINED POLITICAL CRISIS IN KABUL WHICH
APPEARS DEEPER THAN AVAILABLE FACTS AND KNOWN FACTORS
WARRANTe ELEMENTS ARE CONTINUED UNIVERSITY STANDSTILL,
SLUGGISH ECONOMY» HIGH FOOD PRICES IN SPOTS AND UNEVEN
DISTRIBUTIONs SUGAR SHORTAGE, AS WELL AS CONFIRMED { THOUGH
POSSIBLY NOT ACCEPTED) RESIGNATION MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
REPORTED CONSIDERATION OF RESIGNATION BY MINISTERS OF

EQUCATION AND INTERIOR. ADDITIONAL FACTORS ARE GOVERNMENT S

YHOLD=THE=LINE® POLICY ON PUSHTUNISTAN WHICH CRITICS
INTERPRET AS FURTHER EVIDENCE OF RGA INDECISIVENESS

STORIES OF HIGH LEVEL CORRUPTIONs ADMINISTRATION MAL-
FUNMCTION AND CONTINUED ABSENCE PARLIAMENTARY QUORUMe

2+« TO THE LONG-TERM RESIDENT, WHICH ] HAVE BECOME: NONE
OF THESE ITEMS SEEMS UNUSUAL OR EXCEPTIONALLY GRAVEs
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MQRE;GVEIR THE ABDVE L18T DOES A DEISTIENCT !NHUSTICE

TCI MANY REAL RGA EACGONPLISHNENT& Fyimton DERT 18 - )
AWARE«. AND YET ‘THERE I8 AN ATMGS‘N{&RE HERE OF, Jn&SSITUDEJ
UF’ R‘ESIGNATIDNJ AS IF" THE. ELANY VITM!,. AF - THE GQVEIRNMENT

OF THE KING .AND RIS ALLEGED- INABLLITY OR: uNquL:NGNEss TO
MAKE DECISLONS - L

3v ABAINST ‘FHIG: BA&NGROUND mHE!meLaw:Na SHUULD BE:
E‘&ALUATEDI 1 e e Pt
.. ITEM = ON mmacm uhqlﬁAHID ABQULLAHq DIRECTOR: OF
INFORMATIONs MF A7 CAME 'TO, 3g§1uawcg AT HIS SUBGESTION.
L WAHID 18 WELL RNOWN 710 08 ‘A8 L ONG. T IME. FER! ENT. SYPPORTER ,
%8  AND BOOSTER' OF. FﬁRMER‘PM PRINCE Dag AT, THAT TIME HE - N
L ASKER MET w@& WOULD BEUSG REALTIO ﬁofaaybvs RE=ASSUMPT ION
L OF PoWER. N RFSPONSE 1 INQUIRED WHETHER.HE, WAS® ASKING:
UNDER INSTRUETTONS FROM DAUDs * HE 'STATED: CRYPTIGALLY!
Ol 'DAUD KNOWS T AMTHEREW® 1 THEN' STATED THAT: INTERNALI
a E . AFFAIRS AFGHANISTAN NOT REPEAT NOT PRDPER MATTER FOR: ME
TO COMMENT ONe
 ITEM .2 ON/MARCH ‘27, WAHID sawr ME: THRUUGH EMBASSY °
OFF FCER FﬁLLuwxwe QUESTIONS .AS" COMING DTREGTLY FROM DAUD:
AS .RESULT :CONVERSATION PREVIOUS' DAY BETWEEN PRINCE DAUDs.
PRINCE NAIM- AND WAHID»
: ~Ae WHAT- IS ATT1TUDE .OF: US RE; DAUD'S POSSIBLE:
RE = NSSUMPTION OF:'POWER?
Be COULDLDAUDANAIM COUNT, URPON -SYMPATHY oF usG IF
DAUD BEQOMES HEAD OF GOVERNMENT?Z =~
ALw, HUUL.D* U8 THEN CONTINUE T SUPPORT AFGHANISTAN |
ECGNE}MICALLY AND' MORALLY? .
- De WILL US SAFEGUARD AFGHAN NATLONAL! INDEPENDENCE?-
. ITEM « NHK 3262 OF MARGH 28 CONFIRMING DAUD CRITICISM
OF FAILURE GOVERNMENT-TO ACT AND: NOT REPEAT NOT. RULTING
OUT DAUD RETURN TO. POWER. _ 4
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44a MY EVALUAT ION. 1S AS FOLLOWS:

{17 WE HAVE ABSOLUTELY .NO- REPEAT .NO. INDICATION OF . ANY

* IMPENDING ‘DRASTIC CHANGE. COUP QR SIMILARY {2) WE ARE:
L BENERALLY _DOUBTFUL:.OF: WAHID 'S adcURACY "aAND.SENSE:OF .
FROPORT FON N REFORTING. CERTALNLY THERE 18° A LLARGE!
SELm*sERVING ELEMENT IN ALL: wAHID'S AcT:oNs. BUT
¢u~ésnacenza (A) NEVER BEFORE: HAVE:SUCH QUESTIONS FROM e
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DAUD COME WITH EQUAL PRECISION AND' FVERY INDICATIGN oF

L AUTHORITY» IN VIEW ALMOST FEUDAL RELATIONSHIP WAHID=DAUDS
! NAIM IT SEEMS MOST UNLIKELY THAT WAHFD COULD HAVE DARED.

! TAKE LIBERTIES WITH ACCURACY OF MEGSAGES g heNEWLY"

! ARRIVED IRANIAN AMBASSADOR TAFAZOLI ASKED My QRINION: OF
DAUD, -WHICH QUESTION HAS NOT BEEN ASKED FOR .SOME TIME-.

3
ﬁgr 5+ ] CONSIDER LIKELIROOD OF - DAUD RETURN ‘NO MORE THAN
i QUTSIDE POSSIBILITY. ALSG, DAUDIS.KNOWN POLITICS AND
b FAMILY AND DYNASTIC LOYALTY MAKES COUP SEEM UNLIKELY.
B MOREQVER VAGUE NATUREOF. CRISIS [MPROBABLE BASIS FOR' ACT
l . OF DESPAIRe NEVERTHELESS IT 1§ IMPOSSIBLE TO 1GNORE:
© THAT SOMETHING IS STIRRING IN. THE .DAUD CAMRs L IKELIEST
g;i EXPLANATIONS-IN MY VIEW .ARE (A} THAT .DAUD .18 CONS IDERING
i MORE ACTIVE ROLE: AFTER L ONG -FERIOD! OF INACTIVITY AND.
f {B) THAT WIS MAIN THREAT, IF .ANYs WOULD BE"MOST LIKELY
. TO ACT IN ROYAL FAMILY cnumcIL RATHER THAN BY EXTtRNAL
g:’ FORCE s :
z]

Ll 4e UNDER THESE' CIRCUMSTANCFS AND” WITHOUT OVERRATING

x GHANCE. OF DAUD succsss; IT WOULDs IN. M:r sOP INION, NQT

AN REPEAT NOT BE IN BEST INTEREST UBG. TO IGNORE DAUD'S
INQUIRYs TO DO SO WOULD CONFIRM MIS LONGSTANDING SUSPICIGN

Usg HOSTILE TO HIMJ,AND HE IS CAPABLE 8] BEARING LONG
GRUDGES»

7o AT SAME TIME WE MUST AVQID GIVING 0AUD ANY CARD.
WHICH HE COULD AND WOULD USE IN STRENGTHENING HIS. HAND
IN AM INTERNAL POWER STRUGGLE AND WHICH -cOULD EVEN
REMOTELY BE INTERPRETED AS USG suppoarqx .

8+ THEREFOREs IF DEPT .CONCURS, 1 PRQPOSE AGT AS FOLLOWSHt
Ae DEAL WITH WAHID JONLY INDIRECTLY THWROUGH SAME: EMBOFF.
Bs RESPOND ALONG FQLLOWING LINES: (1) INTERNAL NATURE
OF AFGHAN ‘GOVERNMENT IS MATTER. SQLELY WITHIN AFGHAN DOMAIN
ON WHMICH USG CANNOT REPEAT CANNGT -PROPERLY rCOMMENT. {2)
AS A MATTER OF GENERAL: WORLDAWIDE: RRINCIRLEs -USG
{ ATTITUDE TOWARD ANY GOVERNMENT .15 BASED ‘ON THAT
. GOVERNMENT!S POLICIES AND ACTIONSy IN PARTIGULAR TOWARD US"
" INTERESTS AND TOWARDS'PEACE AND STABILITY IN REGION
13} IF WAMID OR DAUD WERE: TO ASK WHETHER ANSWERS SUBJECT
' OF INSTRUCTIONS WASHINGTONs ! WOULD INSTRUCT EMBOFF TO
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SAY THAT ABOVE I8 ALL: HE IS .AUTHORIZED TRANSMIT

9s REQUEST COMMENTS AND GUIDANCE-

19- DEPT, AT ITS DISCRETION2. MAY NIQH REPEAT TEHRANS

ISLAMABADs GPw3» : )
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