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October 10, 2020

We are reaching out today to express the hope that both sides in the peace talks will
prove to be responsible custodians of Afghanistan’s cultural wealth — that they will
protect it, and preserve it, to be appreciated and shared by Afghans and by the
world.

We the undersigned take great pride in the rich culture and history of our country, in
the resilience of its people and the great works of art, literature and architecture that
it has produced across so many centuries. In ancient times, Afghanistan was a
leader in mining technology. We were home to a powerful Buddhist empire.
Alexander the Great built multiple cities, and some of the structures are still visible
today. Our merchants traveled on the Silk Road. Beautiful mosques, minarets and
ancient fortresses grace our landscape. These are the elements of a uniquely
complex identity. They are evidence of Afghanistan’s amazing depth and resilience.
They tell our young people the stories of our ancestors and that we are so much
more than “forty years of destruction and devastation.” People across the world
study our history, our art and poetry, they find it intriguing and fascinating and it
makes them want to learn more about us. Our culture, history and heritage are
priceless treasures for the future development and prosperity of Afghanistan. Thus
we urge you to consider the following points:

» Our homeland Afghanistan has gone through extremely difficult times and
rebuilding will not only require the iron will of the Afghan people but support from the
international community. Due to the enormous resources that have been committed
in the past, we now observe ‘donor fatigue.” Appetite for further aid to Afghanistan is
slim and requires persuasion on Afghanistan's part. Furthermore, regardless of the
foreign governments’ position, the prospect of more aid to Afghanistan has to be
“sold” to the tax-paying populace. We cannot think of a better way to convince the
international community and its citizenry to help Afghanistan than to make them see
us as the home of a cultural heritage that can take a proud place in the world, and
whose treasures enrich all of humanity.

* Islamic countries all over the world take great pride in their cultural heritage and
have successfully incorporated it into their state’s economic policies. Prime
examples are Saudi Arabia and Qatar. We attach a short essay illustrating that we
are not suggesting anything that is contrary to Islamic law but rather view antiquities
as a valuable resource and an asset as part of a country’s sustainable economic
development and that this is perfectly in line with the principles of Islam.

» Development of tourism will attract international donors, which generates more
revenue for the country, but even more importantly the domestic tourism industry
and the economy, in general, would greatly benefit. This gesture would also shape
and contribute positively to the narratives around reconciliation and the rebuilding of
our homeland.

Sincerely,
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