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EXPEDITION AGAINST PUSHUT

There Was now one general impression amongst us that the country was all quiet; but
this idea soon began to be effaced. Colonel Herring, escorting the treasury from Kandahar,
was murdered near Ghazni. Sayed Hashim rebelled, and disturbed the authority of the
Shah SHuja-ul-Mulk, in the direction of Kunar. Major MacGregor ,C.B., whose diplomatic
talents and military skill will demand a prominent place in the account of the victorious
garrison of Jelalabad, was appointed political agent in that place, and accompanied the
expedition. All the troops of the Shah marchaed against the fort of Pushut, the resident of
the refractory chief Sayed Hashim, except the brigadier; which exception was amusing
enough, since a report stated that the said brigadier withdrew from mess because an
officer spoke slightly of the Envoy in his presence, and refused to apologise to him when
asked to do do. Colonel Orchard was appointed to lead the expedition, and the fort of the
enemy did not fall in our hands so easily as was anticipated. These are the words of Sir
William Macnaghten: -

“l have just heard from Major MacGregor. The forts are stronger than we were led to
expect. The account is not as favorable as | could wish. The gate of Pushut resisted our
powder-bags, and all our ammunition being expended, we were obliged to retire with a
loss of forty or fifty killed and wounded. Collinson severely, and Hicks of the European
regiment slightly wounded. Hashim has, | grieve to say, escaped, and taken with him
eighty thousand rupees. The rain was sadly against us. The garrison evacuated during the
night, and gone God knows where?
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