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VOLUME 5, NUMBER 10 APRIL 1957

SPECIAL REPORTS
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2] How the CIA |
turns foreign students
into traitors:

s 2 a

In intensive interviews on campuses around the
country, Ramparts reporters have encountered numer-
ous foreign students who have confirmed the attempts_
at CIA recruitment, Most of them have been unwilling
1o say this publicly. out of fear for their own status in
this country, One who wasn't, pethaps because he was
already being harassed by the government, was a young

“man from Afghanistan named Abdul Latif Hotaki,

* Hotaki came to this country in [957, to study agri-
cultural journalism &t California State Polytechnic Col-
lege, and soon’ became active in the Alghanistan Stu-
dents Associaiion. In 1961, he wert 10 Berkeley to

meet with 2ia H. Noorzay, ‘then president of the

Afghan students,
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When Hotaki got to Berkeley, he went to Noorzay's
apartment. To Hotaki's surprise, a third person showed
" up—a CIA agent. His assignment: to recruit Hotaki
to work for the CIA after his return to Afghanistan.
“The agent," says Hotaki, “was about 30 or 32. He.
told me money was no object. He said the purpose of
the involvement was to make sure that Afghanistan
maintained its friendship with the U.S.” The three men
talked in Noorzay's apartment. But Hotaki stalled off
the agent and told him he would think about it.
Noorzay and other members of the Afghan student
group urged Hotaki to accept the CIA's offer; it was a
good thing, they argued—you got money, and scholar-
ship aid. Noorzay told Hotaki that he had first been
introduced to the CIA by an official of the American
Friends of the Middle East—a CIA front organization
which had regularly financed the student group.
According lo Hotaki, the CIA tried twice morze to
recruit him. One attempt was made at the 1962 con-

vehtion of the ASA in Washington, D.C. The second
'attcmpt came soon after, when Hotaki was in the San
Francisco office of the American Friends of the Middle
East. An official in that office told Hotaki that “scholar-
ships would be available for me to attend Harvard,
Stanford, or any other university I wanted to go to.”

The CIA finally realized Hotaki wasn’t going to co-
operate. Perhaps because of this, the Immigration Sef-
vice began harassing him about his Visa, and for the last
several years has been trying to deport him back to
Afghanistan, despite the fact that Hotaki has an Ameri-
can wife and two-children. His last deportation order,
in February, was stayed only throvgh legal aid provided
by Los Angeles TV commentator Louis Lomax.

In the meantime, Noorzay, the ex-president of ASA,
has returned to Afghanistan and is currently president
of the Afghanistan state treasury. Hotaki claims a good
number of the key.officials in the Afghanistan govern-
ment who studied in this country “are either CIA
trained or indoctrinated. Some are cabinet [evel peopie.”

by the editors

T‘}T‘d:a s ");L..:m
magalat@afghan-german.de ts_S 455 455 )) o se Al b asady ol )43 (5 lSan suld Cai 53 4y Ul (g ya lad)
A 5 o 4 S sl ) syl ala g e alis caasle g ISl 0k s Sl 2 (S 4l 50l



mailto:maqalat@afghan-german.de

