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GR.22l, General Shah Mahmud, younger (?°brother

of* amitted) Nadir Khan, visited e on evening of reb- ‘a - - S &
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ruary 6th anc stayed eix hours. He said that he would
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vinces where he was being sent by Habibulla to induce .. . . | R L:'. ' P
the tribes to stop fighting and agree to an early St J‘b 2 tl—'éﬁ SR> 9 )l (S >
conference to elect a King who would be acceptable to . g . ol (e
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Afghan nation. . /" ¥ - 3 . . S

He sald that he had been private secretary for last § ,’uz:’lj'b'jjouj-:b))j)‘?ﬁ&MT

few days to Habibulla who, though illiterate, was Jjust _ _ _
and had great strength of character, He compared Habl- OJM f‘)ib ‘Uu—“&&‘ k—"-ﬁ—";i)‘ JL&—“") .J)'J

bulla coup to that of Keza uhwh but thought that Habi-
bulla could not last. He felt sure that (? Habibulla)
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would be quite prepared to surrender throne to an (QU.W.KJ\ &_?-)L-s. C)J‘J'ﬁ
Afghan nobleman generally approved by tribes provided
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In Mareh 1924 rumours began to be heard of trouble in Khost.

The sitnation was probably not much exaggerated by S. Nadir Khan in
conversation with the British Minister on April 4, 1924 :—

¢ First, the Amir had tried to push through bhis reforms fer too precipitately.
Afghans as a race were fanatical, bigoted and conservative, and it was unsufc to ride
roughshod over their cherished customs and attempt to dragoon them into civilisation on
the Europesn standard. It was commonly believed by the people that the new Adminis-
trative Code violated the canons of Islamic law, and it was therefore extremely unpopular
with the Mullahs and the orthodox party, Yet the Code had been suddenly introduced
without any attempt being made to explain away doubts as to its validity........Hatred
and contempt for the Turks, on account of their treatment of the Caliphate question, was
now general thronghont Afghanistan, und the reforms occnnected with Jemul Pasba's
nawe were for thiz reason still more suspect than before. (It is s matter of common
knowledge that the Code was drafted by Bedri Bey, one of Jemal Pasha's following.)

Then again, he said, there might be seen any day in the streets of Kabul dozens of
foreign doctors and engineers strolling idly about withont employment........ Thery
was no programme for the engineers, no plans to work on, and no tools to work witk.
Kducation was being run on the most haphazard lines, and money was being poured
out like water.......... Meanwhile the Army had been ruthlessly cut down, and the

power of the State was scarcely able to cope successfully with the disorders which had
ariyen in the Provinces.’

AMANULLAICS FARLY REFORMS Ll

the modern houses of wealthy Kabulis from the view of the
Y WAM‘“‘“ decrees prohibiting the uses of gold and silver arna-

o consumption of opium gave an indication of what Wi in
et 8o in Kabul were concerned, and in April 1924, the British
e e Kabul reported the views of Nadir Khan, the subsequent
Mm giving the following opinion:
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